
Dear Residents:

Welcome to spring, the season of renewal and
rebirth. The Village of Hempstead is certainly
experiencing new developments, and we share
many of them in this issue of Hempstead
Visions. Among the most important of these 

are the efforts we are making, in conjunction with the Village
Police Department, to combat crime and make Hempstead a
safer community. 

The department recently hired three new police officers to
increase patrolling in areas that report a high incidence of
crime, and those officers will join the force in July. The
Department is also launching an online crime-reporting tool
that will make it possible for Villagers to send in anonymous
crime tips using a new platform called TipSoft. This tool will
allow community members and police officers to exchange
information through encrypted servers, so that the identity of
the tip provider remains completely anonymous. Using the
CrimeReports program, the police department is also giving

Village residents free access to a detailed online crime map.
These initiatives demonstrate the depth of our commitment 
to the safety and well-being of all Hempstead residents.

In other Village news, our downtown redevelopment efforts
are moving ahead. The RenewHempstead.com Web site is up
and running. Renew Hempstead’s Power of Ten campaign
invites residents and business owners to weigh in with their
ideas for the new, revitalized downtown Hempstead. Read
more about it within these pages.

Remember that another way to keep on top of what is
happening in the community is to receive notices from our 
e-mailing list. Sign up by sending an email with your name
and email address to Mayor@VillageofHempsteadNY.gov. 

Sincerely,

Wayne J. Hall Sr.
Mayor of the Incorporated Village of Hempstead
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Last Spring, Mayor Hall joined with Renaissance Downtowns-
UrbanAmerica (RDUA) in announcing a long-term plan to
redevelop downtown Hempstead. Progress on the plan is 
moving forward, with three main initiatives taking shape:

Community Benefits Committee
To ensure that the redevelopment serves the best interests of
residents as well as business owners, the Mayor is assembling 
a Community Benefits Committee. Among other efforts, the
Committee will create a Renaissance Agreement. Under the
theme Hempstead First, the agreement will map out plans for

job creation and ways to ensure that the Village includes input
and ideas from residents and business owners. Mayor Hall
appointed Jack Profit of the community based, non-profit 
social service agency Urban Strategies, to head the Committee.
Working with Mr. Profit, the Village has invited a diverse mix 
of highly respected leaders to join. The first meeting took place
on Wednesday, May 16.

RenewHempstead.com
This website features a wealth of information about the 
plans to renew the Village through the redevelopment project.

A Message From Mayor Hall

Continued on page 2
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The site also allows community members to participate 
in the project through its Power of 10 Campaign. The
campaign invites registered members to “like” or vote 
for 10 ideas they believe will have a significant and 
positive impact on downtown Hempstead. All of these 
ideas are available for viewing on the site. May 31, 2012, 
is the deadline for compiling the top ten choices. When all 
of the votes are in, Renaissance Downtowns-UrbanAmerica
will invest in feasibility studies to determine the steps needed
to implement those top 10 ideas. Mayor Hall encourages all
Villagers and business owners to register with the site to 
learn more and to post comments and ideas about their 
vision for the plan.  

Sewer Maintenance and Upgrades
A critical part of the redevelopment plan is the study, currently
underway, to determine the scope of work for the Village’s
sewer systems. In order to support the new construction, the
sewers must undergo an upgrade and/or repairs if needed.
Groundbreaking on this project is anticipated to take place 
by late spring or early summer.

The flow of revenue that new shops, restaurants, residences
and office buildings will generate for the Village will help
alleviate the tax burden for Hempstead’s working families.
Mayor Hall appreciates the support of the community in this
bold and expansive project, and encourages everyone to have 
a voice in the planning as it moves forward.

Mayor Hall has been busy conferring with contractors and developers of the 303 Main Street construction project to ensure that they
include Village residents in their hiring. Due to his efforts, more than 20 residents have signed on for various jobs with the project’s
construction crews. Working with the developer, the District Attorney’s office and the ABBA Leadership Center, the Mayor has
ensured that individuals who were previously incarcerated and who may have records are not excluded from hiring. Now these
Village residents are learning new skills and trades and are enjoying gainful employment. The Mayor is also working with the
developers to hire more local minority contractors and women. “We want developers and contractors to understand that 
if you build in Hempstead, our residents must be included in the process,” he said. “Any project that will make money 
within our community should also make money for our community.”

Working Hard to Keep Hempstead Working

Revitalized Hempstead Village, continued

Dedicated to improving the quality of life for all Hempstead Village residents, Mayor Hall has initiated a plan to establish a call
center similar to one already in place in the five boroughs. Through this system, residents will be able to dial 311 and report issues
such as potholes, broken streetlights, unclean streets or excessive noise. The call center will enable the Village to keep track of
requests and complaints. The 311 operators will log each call and send an email to the appropriate Village department with the
details. This will create a trail of action that the Village can follow in order to measure how long it takes to respond to and 
resolve each matter. The system will also offer transportation and other information, such as schedules for sanitation and 
recycling. Look for 311 to be up and running by the end of August.

Village to Create 311 Customer Service Center

Beginning June 1, North Shore University Hospital will
provide the Village with emergency ambulance and medical
transportation services on a six-month trial basis. Mayor Hall
initiated the agreement with the support of the Village Board
of Trustees after repeatedly noting that the Village’s current
ambulance services were insufficient to meet residents’ needs.  

At present, only one EMT responds to a call for EMT services,
and a Village police officer must drive the ambulance to the
hospital so the EMT can tend to the patient. With 4,500 
to 5,500 ambulance emergency calls each year, this system 
draws officers away while they are still on active police duty.
Under the new arrangement, North Shore University Hospital
will station a dedicated ambulance near the fire department
headquarters; the vehicle will be available every day from 
6 a.m. to 6 p.m.

“Thank you to the Village Board of Trustees and North Shore
University Hospital for reaching an agreement that will benefit
all Hempstead Village residents,” Mayor Hall said. “This trial
arrangement comes at no cost to the Village and will give us
an opportunity to weigh the benefits of a future EMT contract
with the hospital. It will also eliminate the need for Village
police officers to act as ambulance drivers and ensure that 
they remain in Hempstead, where they belong.” 

After the conclusion of the trial period on December 1, 
Mayor Hall and the Village Board of Trustees will review 
the service and make a decision about whether to continue 
the arrangement with the hospital.

Enhanced Ambulance Service
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Mayor Hall, the Hempstead Coordinating Council of Civic Associations, Inc., the Village
of Hempstead Sanitation/Recycling Department and your local block/civic association 
are working together to coordinate spring Neighborhood Cleanup Days. The cleanup
begins on Saturday, June 2, and runs each Saturday through June 23, between the 
hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.  

Residents can take this opportunity to clean up attics, basements, sheds, yards and
garages, and to dispose of unwanted house and yard furniture, tree limbs, broken
electrical equipment, small and large appliances. Branches and shrubbery must be 
tied in bundles. You must leave items at the curb after 5 p.m. on the Friday before 
your scheduled pickup day. Note that regular trash, magazines, newspapers, recyclables,
auto parts, batteries, propane tanks, paint cans, toxic or flammable containers are not
included in this special pickup.  

Following the cleanup project, Village inspectors will tour the community and ticket/fine
any resident who has leftover visible trash/garbage on their property. Therefore, we ask
everyone to remove anything that sanitation workers do not pick up Saturday. Please also

note that you must wrap mattresses and box springs in plastic or sanitation/recycling will not pick them up.  

The pickup schedule is as follows:

• Saturday, June 2, 2012, section #1 – Northwest Hempstead
• Saturday, June 9, 2012, section #2 – Southwest Hempstead
• Saturday, June 16, 2012, section #3 – Southeast Hempstead
• Saturday, June 23, 2012, section #4 – Northeast Hempstead   

Residents who wish to participate in Neighborhood Cleanup Day must fill out a registration form. Forms can be mailed on
request, or picked up at 236 Fulton Avenue, Suite 202, Hempstead, NY. Completed forms must be returned to the Hempstead
Coordinating Council of Civic Associations, 73 Nichols Court, P.O. Box 4484, Hempstead, NY 11550, by mail, fax or in person.
The fax number is (516) 414-4546. The Hempstead Coordinating Council of Civic Associations must receive your registration
form by Wednesday, May 30, 2012. Please note that the Council will not accept applications after the May 30 deadline. 

Spring Cleanup Days!

Village Recycling Collection Changes
In an effort to enhance efficiency 
while continuing to keep the
Hempstead community green 
and clean, the Village Recycling
Department will be changing the
operation of its recycling collection 
in July. The details of the new
regulation are listed below. 

The improved service will require 
a bit more effort from residents, 
but the end result is a valuable
commodity: a safer environment 
and a cleaner Village. If you 
have any questions about the 
new sanitation/recycling 
procedure, please contact the 
Village Sanitation/ Recycling
Department at (516) 489-3400 

ext. 268 or ext. 553. 

Please note that, 
starting July 1…
• The recycle bin is now to be used 

for glass and cans only. Provided
that you have enough room, you
may insert plastic bottles into the
recycling bin as well. If there is 
not enough room to insert plastic
bottles in the bin, please insert
plastic bottles in a clear bag 
and place this next to your
recycling bin.

• All residents are required to bundle 
and tie (no larger than 2”x2”
bundles) all paper and cardboard
recyclables and place bundles next
to the recycling bin (to be picked
up on Wednesdays only).
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Hempstead Public Library
‘DREAM BIG’ Summer Reading Program 2012
Registration begins on Saturday, June 23, at 10 a.m. Register and enjoy the magic of Robert Austin with rabbits, doves and
surprising magic tricks! Young adults may join us at 2 p.m. for registration for Own The Night with mind reader David Lawrence.

Reporting begins on Monday, June 25. Reports may be oral or written. Reporting hours are from 10:30 a.m. - 8 p.m. Monday
through Thursday, and from 10:30 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. on Friday. The final day for reporting is Tuesday, August 7. All children
who have reported on at least three books can attend the party on Friday, August 10 at 2:30 p.m. The Louie Show, with guitarist
Louie Miranda, will include songs, dancing and audience participation. Prizes will be raffled and refreshments will be served. 

All programs require registration in the Children’s Room.
Family Night Chess Workshop: Join us on Tuesdays at 7 p.m. July 17, 24, 31 and August 7 to learn the game and work 
on your skills. For children in grades 3 and up. Parents welcome. Free.
Picture Book Times: Enjoy stories, animal friends and songs on Fridays at 11 a.m. July 6, 20, 27, and August 3, 17 and 24. 
For children ages 3-6. Free.
Game Days: Have fun playing board and other children’s games on Fridays, July 6, 13, 20, 27 and August 3 at 3 p.m. 
For the whole family. Free.
Moon Nite Light: Children grades K-5 can create a night light for their room. Tuesday, July 10 at 4 p.m. Fee: 50 cents. 
Global Tots: For children ages 2 through 6. A song, dance and movement program. Friday, July 13 at 11 a.m. Free.
Sweet Dreams Ice Cream Sculpture: Mix clay and colored glues to make an ice cream sundae. For children in grades K-5.
Thursday, July 19 at 4 p.m. Fee: 50 cents.
Up In The Air: with the Long Island Children’s Museum. Learn about the history of aviation and then create your own 
flying machine! Wednesday, July 25 at 4 p.m. Fee: 50 cents.
Pajama Time: Come in your pajamas with your stuffed animal, listen to stories and make a craft. For children ages 3 to 7. 
On Wednesday, July 11, Thursday August 2, and Thursday, September 13 at 7 p.m. Free.
Book Buddies: Children 3-5 years old can enjoy one-on-one reading with a young adult in the Children’s Room. 
On Wednesdays, July 11, 18, 25 and August 1 and 8 at 2:30 p.m. Free.

Boxing: We are looking for young boys and girls above the age
of 10 who are interested in the sport of boxing. Youths will be
taught the proper fundamentals and skills of boxing by one of
our three boxing coaches. Boxing coaches are available Monday
through Friday from 4 p.m. - 8 p.m. Boxers will compete in the
Golden Gloves, Metro Champs and the Empire State Games.
Ceramic Classes: Youth ceramic classes will be held for
children in grades 1-6 on Saturday mornings from 9:30 a.m. 
- 11:30 a.m. This program will cover the fundamentals of the 
art of ceramics. There is no cost for this class. All supplies 
will be provided by the Recreation Department.

Midget Football and
Cheerleader Registration: The
Recreation Department is looking
for Hempstead boys and girls 
over the age of 5 to participate 
in our Midget Football program.

Players will learn the fundamental
techniques of football from certified coaches. These techniques
include blocking, passing and overall game strategies. The team
will play weekly football games against other municipalities in

the Nassau County Youth Football League. League play 
begins in September. Youngsters are also encouraged to register
to become cheerleaders for the teams of the Hempstead Midget
Football League. Cheerleader registration will also be at this
time. Registration begins Tuesday, May 1 and ends Wednesday,
August 1. The program fee is $ 125 per child. Cash or money
order is accepted; children 5 -13 years of age may participate 
in the program.  

Summer Concert Series:
Once again, the Department 
of Parks and Recreation is
proud to present a series of 
free concerts to all Village
residents throughout the
summer months. Bring a
blanket or chair to Kennedy

Park to enjoy an evening 
of good music. Concerts will be held on Friday evenings 
during the months of July and August from 6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Summer Recreation Sports Program: All children between 
the ages of 6 and 12 are invited to be part of our Summer

Register for Our Summer Programs

Registration for all summer programs will take place from Thursday, May 31, 2012 to Friday, June 22, 2012. 
Applications for all programs can be picked up at Kennedy Park (335 Greenwich St.) between the hours of 9 a.m. and 9 p.m.

Offered by the Village Department of Parks & Recreation
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The Village recently appointed Patricia Perez to the position of Village Clerk. Ms. Perez, who previously served as deputy
clerk, is our community’s first Hispanic member to serve in this important role. 

As we welcome Ms. Perez, we bid adieu to Maryellen Hillman, who served as Village Clerk for 19 years. On behalf of the
Board and Village residents, Mayor Hall extends sincere thanks and appreciation to Ms. Hillman for the outstanding service
she gave to the Village, and wishes her all the best in her future endeavors.  

Also in the Clerk’s Office, former Village of Hempstead Research Assistant Samantha Fountain was recently appointed
Deputy Village Clerk. Mayor Hall extends congratulations to both Ms. Perez and Ms. Fountain, and welcomes them 
to their new positions.

People & Appointments

Recreation Sports program. Each week, campers will participate
in a different sport. Scheduled sports will include basketball,
bowling, soccer, softball, swimming, volleyball, tennis and 
track & field. Camp T-shirts will be issued to all participants.
Campers need to bring their swimsuits and towels in a plastic
bag on pool days. Registration is Thursday, May 31- Friday,
June 22; daily times: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. (Children must be picked
up by 3:15 p.m.) Session runs from Thursday, July 5 - Friday,
August 17. The cost is $400. The maximum number of children
for the program is 30. 

Swim Lessons: Adults – Swim
lessons for adults will be offered 
at the Kennedy Park Pool. Classes
will meet four evenings a week
(Monday through Thursday)
between the hours of 6 p.m. 
and 7 p.m. This class is open 
to all adults over the age of 18.

There is a minimum of 12 adults for the class. The program runs
from Tuesday, June 26 - Monday, July 16 and is $40 per adult.
Children – Registration will be on a first-come, first-serve 
basis. All children must be six years of age. Any child wishing to
register must be accompanied by a parent or a guardian. Classes
will meet four days a week, Monday through Thursday, between
the hours of 9 a.m. - 10 a.m. The cost of the program is $40.
Swim lessons begin Tuesday, June 26 and end Monday, July 16.  
Swim Team Tryouts: All boys and girls of the Village are
invited to try out for the Recreation Department’s swim teams. 
The Recreation Department sponsors two swim teams during the
summer to compete in the Nassau Municipal Swim Conference.
This year, our swimmers will battle for their 14th Dual Meet
Championship and their 11th Division I League Title. Tryouts
will take place on Monday, June 25, 2012, at 9 a.m. at the
Kennedy Park Pool. Practices are scheduled for Monday 
through Friday at the Kennedy Park Pool from 8 a.m. - 
10 a.m. Dual meets are on Saturday mornings. Class 
meets are on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons.
Tennis Lessons: Free tennis lessons for all interested residents
will be offered at the Kennedy Memorial Park Tennis Courts.
Tennis lessons will be given by three certified tennis instructors
every Saturday. Classes will be limited to 20 participants.
Residents Under 15 • Saturdays • 9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
Residents 15 & Over • Saturdays • 11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Youth Cooking Class: This free cooking class for children (8+)

will be held on Saturday mornings from 10 a.m. - noon. All
Village youth are invited to enjoy the creative and exciting 
world of cooking. Our program will cover the basic techniques
as well as cooking safety. Students will prepare different types 
of food on a weekly basis. The class will be taught by a 
certified instructor.
Senior Ceramic Class: All Village seniors are invited to come
and enjoy the creative world of ceramics. Our program is for
both the beginner and advanced ceramic student. Our class 
is taught by a state certified instructor. Instruction is free, 
but you must pay for the greenware used. This class meets
Friday mornings from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Ladies Fitness Class: These exercise classes are designed for
women who desire to improve their overall physical condition.
Classes will feature the latest exercise techniques, which include
stepping, kickboxing and body sculpting. Women will learn step
combinations as well interval training concepts using body bars,
hand weights and jump ropes. This up-to-date program will
bring you to a new level of overall body fitness. Our classes 
are taught by certified instructors. All participants must bring
towels to class and wear the appropriate exercise clothing in
class. The class is Monday through Thursday from 6 p.m. - 
9 p.m.  
Table Tennis: All adults are invited to participate in the fast-
paced sport of table tennis on Tuesday and Thursday evenings
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Kennedy Park. 

Weight Room: All adults 
over the age of 18 are invited 
to use our weight facility to 
help build muscular strength 
and endurance. There is a 
$25 annual charge to use 
this facility. The weight 
room is open Monday 

through Friday from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Youth Golf Lessons: All Village youth between the ages 
of 8 and 17 are invited to participate in youth golf lessons. 
Lessons are available Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
from 4 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. at Kennedy Park.
Pools: The swimming pool complex at Kennedy Park will 
open for the summer swim season on Thursday, June 21, 2012.
Bathing suits are required. Hours of operations are Monday
through Sunday from 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
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