
Dear Residents:

The Village of Hempstead is dedicated to
fostering a healthy and secure environment 
for our community. Since my first term, my
administration’s focus has been on improving
finances, safety and quality of life in the

Village of Hempstead. Moving forward, we are now 
focusing on creating a stronger foundation in the Village
through better services and enhanced capabilities. 

The employees in each of our departments continue 
the undertaking to revitalize the spirit and heart of our 
Village. In this issue of Hempstead Visions, I encourage you 
to read about the positive changes improving our community,
and to familiarize yourself with the various educational and
instructive programs we are running this summer. Remember
to register for our annual Healthy Hempstead 5K this June 25. 

For more information or to request a registration form, please
visit Village Hall or call (516) 489-3400. Working together,
there is no limit to the progress we can make.

To stay on top of what’s happening in the Village, please join
our electronic mailing list by sending your name and email
address to Mayor@VillageofHempsteadNY.gov, and listen to
the “Hempstead Happening” radio show every Wednesday at
4:15 p.m. on WTHE-AM (1520). For additional information 
on upcoming events, check the Village website at
www.villageofhempstead.org.

Sincerely,

Wayne J. Hall Sr.
Mayor of the Incorporated Village of Hempstead
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Earlier this year, the Village of Hempstead passed a resolution 
to close its account with JP Morgan Chase. The move is part 
of a statewide campaign, led by New York Communities for
Change, to demand improvements to the bank’s lending and
loan-modification practices. 

Mayor Hall and his administration are demanding that the 
bank modify its mortgage practices instead of continuing to
foreclose homes. In Hempstead, almost 4 percent of homes 
are in the foreclosure process, a rate four times the Nassau
County average. Nearly one in every four U.S. homeowners 
with a mortgage – totaling approximately 10.8 million 
people – currently owes more on his or her home than it 
is worth. Foreclosures enforced by banks such as Chase

disproportionately affect African-Americans and Latinos,
two groups that make up a large percentage of Village residents. 

The Village of Hempstead is the first municipality in the U.S. 
to close its bank account due to foreclosure policies. Many 
local governments throughout the state are planning to follow
suit and close their Chase accounts in the coming months. 

“Hempstead Village will no longer be taken advantage of, and
our taxpayers’ money will not be held in an institution that 
is damaging to them,” said Mayor Hall. “Since I took office 
in 2005, my primary goal has been to reverse the damage 
caused by decades of fiscal mismanagement and abuse. My
administration is striving to continue our forward momentum
and to transform our Village into an economic hub.”
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Mayor Hall announced earlier this year that a long-term plan to redevelop
the Village’s downtown is currently being processed. Through new
businesses and revenue, the redevelopment project will continue the
administration’s mission to improve the economic vitality, safety and
quality of life in the Village of Hempstead. 

An expansive project that includes new shops, restaurants, residences 
and office buildings, the redevelopment will introduce a stronger flow of
tax revenue to the Village. The money will play a vital role, primarily by
alleviating the tax burden affecting Hempstead Village’s working families.

Renaissance Downtowns, a Plainview-based developer, and UrbanAmerica, a New York City real estate investment firm, will
work together to undertake the proposed project. The projected cost of the redevelopment is about $2 billion, which would be
paid for by contributions from the developers and private-property owners, tax credits, bonds and grants. The long-term project
will create approximately 10,000 construction jobs as it is carried out, as well as roughly 3,000 permanent jobs after completion. 

To further inform community members about the ongoing project, Mayor Hall recently unveiled a new information booth on the
corner of West Columbia Street and Main Street. Local residents, organizations and businesses are encouraged to visit the booth,
or call Latoya Sanders at 516-307-8310 to learn more. 

Proper Mattress and Box-Spring
Disposal Update From the Village
Sanitation Department 
Over the past months, the spread of bedbugs has become a
national health issue. No community in the U.S. is immune to
this problem, and the Village of Hempstead is no exception.
In an effort to prevent the reproduction of bedbugs, the
Village of Hempstead enacted a law approved on February 8,
under Chapter 74 of the Local Village Code, which will be
implemented June 1. 

The new law is very clear: if you are discarding a mattress,
box-spring or any type of bedding, the item must first be
placed inside a bedbug-proof encasement bag and completely
sealed. Failure to comply with this new regulation can 
result in a fine of up to $2,000. Proper encasements can 
be purchased at local department and home improvement
stores, as well as some bedding stores. 

The most effective solution to the bedbug nuisance is to
throw out the bedding. Proper disposal is key, as improper
disposal will only complicate matters. Village residents 
need to make sure to comply with the new law, so wrap 
it up!

For further information on proper mattress, box-spring and
bedding disposal, contact the Village Sanitation Department
at (516) 489-3400 ext. 268.

Village Recycling Department’s 
New Pickup Regulations
In an effort to enhance efficiency while continuing to keep
the Hempstead community green and clean, the Village
Recycling Department will be changing the operation of 
its recycling collection. Beginning this June, the sanitation
pickup will distinguish between different types of recyclable
waste. The details of the new regulation are listed below. 

The improved service will require a bit more effort from
residents, but the end result is a valuable commodity: a safer
environment and a cleaner Village. If you have any questions
about the new recycling procedure, please contact the Village
Recycling Department at (516) 489-3400 ext. 268 or ext. 553. 

Please note that, starting June 1…
• The recycle bin is now to be used for glass and cans

only. Provided that you have enough room, you may insert
plastic bottles into the recycling bin as well. If there is not
enough room to insert plastic bottles in the bin, please insert
plastic bottles in a clear bag and place this next to your
recycling bin.

• All residents are required to bundle and tie (no larger than
2”x2” bundles) all paper and cardboard recyclables and
place bundles next to the recycling bin.

Important Notices From the Village Sanitation
and Recycling Departments

Village Unrolls Long-Term Downtown
Redevelopment Plan
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Village employees are continuously working to beautify and
improve the Hempstead community. However, it is only with 
the help of residents that the Village can become a safer and
cleaner place to live. 

There are a number of Village codes and statutes aimed at
keeping residential and commercial areas healthy and secure.
With the summer months nearly upon us, residents should
familiarize themselves with the Village Code to ensure 
appropriate maintenance of property. Among the important
Village regulations specific to summer months are the
maintenance of lawns and shrubberies, proper use and storage 
of cooking and barbecue equipment, and appropriate periods 
of lawn sprinkling to conserve water. For complete text of the
entire code of the Village of Hempstead, including subgroups
regarding fire safety and streets and sidewalk maintenance,
visit http://www.ecode360.com/?custId=HE0909.

Please be aware that the Village issues notices of violation to 
any building owner whose property fails to meet maintenance
regulations. If these notices go unanswered for 15 days, the
Village will perform the necessary maintenance, and the cost 
of the work will be charged to the property owner. If the 
owner or occupant fails to comply, the Village may add 
the expenses to the owner’s property tax bill.

With the cooperation of residents, Village groups are also
helping to make our community a greener, cleaner place to 
live. The Hempstead Beautification Committee is currently
seeking volunteers to participate in its ongoing Villagewide
projects. The Committee is enhancing 20 sites in the Village
through various projects, including weeding and excavating,
planting flowers and other greenery, and installing benches. 
To participate, contact Joyce Shackley at (516) 286-7788. 
Working together, we can beautify Hempstead!

Do you know how healthy your community is? The Village of
Hempstead is one of the communities in Nassau County with a
high rate of infant mortality and poor birth outcomes. Infant
mortality is the death of an infant within the first year. We define
poor birth outcomes as babies that are born prematurely and/or
with a low birth weight. Both can lead to infant mortality or
childhood developmental delays.

Also, infant mortality is one of the most important indicators
of a population’s health – and one that is a result of substantial
social and health disparities across certain communities and
racial and ethnic groups. In Nassau County, it is the African-
American population that has the highest percentage of 
poor birth outcomes compared to the Caucasian and 
Latino populations.

While the Village of Hempstead is a community with poor 
birth and health outcomes, Nassau County as a whole has 
been ranked as one of the healthiest counties in New York 
State. Nassau County is number one in New York in terms 
of health factors (how healthy we live our lives), and 
number six for health outcomes (how healthy we are).

Currently, the federal government is giving priority to 
decreasing health disparities and helping communities 
to reach their health potential, and has recently developed 
a strategic plan – www.hhs.gov/news/press/2011pres/
04/hdstrategy04082011.html. The purpose of this plan is 
“to provide a common goal and strategy for initiatives and
partnerships that can help racial and ethnic minority populations
and other underserved groups reach their health potential.”
We are also committed to this goal here in Nassau County.

Can we change the perinatal (during pregnancy) and 
other health disparities within the Village of Hempstead?
Yes, we can! Within the past 10 years, we have seen positive
change and the rate of infant mortality within the Village has
decreased. There have also been other communities in which,

via partnership between health and human service providers and
the community along with the use of a strategic plan, the rate of
infant mortality has been significantly reduced. One example of
such a community is New York City’s Harlem.

The Nassau County Perinatal Services Network is a network of
mostly health and human service providers (including nurses,
social workers and health educators), all who are well engaged
in our mission and agenda to improve birth outcomes in Nassau
County. In 2010, we committed ourselves to reaching out to
community residents, community leaders and public officials 
in order to join with them to:
• Increase public awareness and enhance preconception

(prevention) and perinatal health education in order to 
increase healthy birth outcomes in the Village of Hempstead.

• Encourage different groups and organizations (specifically
those that provide services) to include in their agenda
initiatives aimed at increasing healthy birth outcomes 
in the Village of Hempstead.

• Build an advisory group of women residents in order 
to assist in developing initiatives with the needs of the
community in mind.

We strongly believe that with a clear agenda there are two keys
to achieving our mission:
• Creating awareness and partnerships within the community.
• Reducing poor birth outcomes to increase the health of the

community as a whole.

Join us on the road to a healthy start, where tomorrow’s healthy
babies begin with today’s healthy women. For more information,
or if you are interested in participating, please contact:

Angeles Davila, Director
Nassau County Perinatal Services Network
(516) 227-9422
Angeles.DavilaTorres@hhsnassaucountyny.us

By Angeles Davila, LCSW, ACSW, Nassau County Department of Health 

On the Road to a Healthy Start

Working to Keep Hempstead Clean and Safe
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Summer Reading Club 2011
• Registration begins on Saturday, June 25 at 10 a.m. 

Register and enjoy David FunN – magic, music, puppets 
and a live rabbit. 

• Reporting begins on Monday, June 27. Reports may be 
oral or written. Reporting hours are from 10:30 a.m.-8 p.m.
Monday through Thursday, and from 10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
on Friday.

• The final day for reporting is Tuesday, August 9. All children
who have reported on at least three books may attend the
party on Friday, August 12 at 2:30 p.m.

• Enjoy the music of Bossy Frog Band, led by a big green frog,
as well as raffles and refreshments!

Family Night Chess Workshops
Thursdays, July 7, 14, 21 and 28, 7 p.m.
Learn the game of chess and work on your skills. For children
in grades 3 and up. Parents welcome. Free!

Picture Book Times
Fridays, July 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29, and August 5, 11 a.m.
Enjoy stories, animal friends and songs. For children 
ages 3-6. Free!

Game Days
Fridays, July 8 and August 5, 3 p.m.
Have fun playing board games and other children’s games. 
For the whole family. Free!

Sail With the Wind 
Wednesday, July 6, 4 p.m.
Discover how ships and sailboats use wind power, and make
your own sailboat! Presented by the Cold Spring Harbor
Whaling Museum. For children in grades K-6. Fee: 50 cents.

The Hempstead Public Library provides a wealth of opportunities for learning, recreation and personal growth for all Village
residents. Several exciting programs are planned for adults and children in the coming months. The library is located at 
115 Nichols Court and is open from 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. on Friday and 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
on Saturday (through June).

Children’s Programs
ALL programs require pre-registration in the

Children’s Room (516) 481-6990.

Starting in July, the library will be closed weekends through Labor Day.
Saturday hours will resume on September 10, and Sunday hours will resume on September 11.

Make sure to visit the Hempstead Public Library for our
annual book sale held during July and August. Adult
collection books will be available to browse and purchase in
the Adult Reading Room. Prices will be set at 50 cents for
each hardcover book and 25 cents for each paperback book.
Children’s books will be available to browse and purchase in
the Children’s Room, priced at 25 cents for each hardcover
and 10 cents for each paperback. We’ll see you there!

Job Information Center

Hempstead Public Library: Something for Everyone

Ready, Set, Go! 
Tuesday, July 12, 4 p.m. 
Learn about many forms of transportation throughout history,
select a destination and create your very own vehicle. Presented
by the Long Island Children’s Museum. Fee: 50 cents.

Tortoise and the Hare
Friday, July 15, 4 p.m. 
Share the Aesop fable and create a whimsical turtle using model
clay. For children in grades K-5. Fee: 50 cents.

Global Rhythms
Tuesday, July 19, 4 p.m.
Enjoy a fun-filled movement and dance program for children
ages 4 and up. Free!

Pajama Time
Tuesdays, July 26 and August 23, 7 p.m. 
Come in your pajamas with your stuffed animal, listen to stories
and make a craft. For children ages 3-7. Free!

Book Buddies
Wednesdays, July 6, 13, 20 and 27, and August 3, 2 p.m. 
Enjoy one-on-one reading with a young adult in the Children’s
Room. For children ages 3-5. Free!

Adult Program

Annual Summer Book Sale

Senator Kemp Hannon’s Mobile Office
Wednesday, July 13, 1-3 p.m.
Senator Hannon’s mobile office will be set up on the main floor
of the library. Stop by for information on such topics as senior
services, health programs and information on other state agencies.
The senator’s staff will be available to discuss issues of concern
to the public.

Are you looking for a new job? Start your search at the
Hempstead Public Library’s Job Information Center to find
current job postings for Civil Service employment with the
Town of Hempstead and Nassau and Suffolk counties, and
information about local agencies that can help you find jobs
in the private sector. If you need tips on how to handle your
next job interview or need to create or update your resume,
we have reference sources and books that can relieve your
stress about the entire job search process. If you have any
questions or suggestions please email us at
jobcenter@hempsteadlibrary.info.
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Register for Our Summer Programs
Registration for all summer programs will run from Tuesday, May 31 through Friday, June 24. 

Applications for all programs can be picked up at Kennedy Park between the hours of 9 a.m.-9 p.m.

Saturday Morning Youth Programs

Other Programs

More Summer Opportunities

Ceramics: For all resident children in grades 1-6. This class offers
basic instruction in the art of ceramics. All necessary supplies are
included. The ceramics class meets at Kennedy Park on Saturday
mornings from 9:30-11:30 a.m. in the ceramics room.

Youth Cooking: For resident children nine and older who want 
to learn basic cooking techniques and safety precautions from a
certified cooking instructor. Students will prepare different types 
of foods on a weekly basis. Free of charge, the class meets at
Kennedy Park on Saturday mornings from 10 a.m.-12 p.m.

Boxing: For boys and girls ages 10 and older. Participants will
learn the fundamentals of the sport and will have the opportunity 
to participate in competitions such as Golden Gloves, Metro
Champs, Junior Metro Champs and the Empire State Games. 
The boxing program runs weekdays from 4-8 p.m., and Saturdays
from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. in the boxing room at Kennedy Park.

Youth Golf: Golf lessons for all interested resident youth will 
be offered at Kennedy Park on Monday, Wednesday and Friday
afternoons from 4-5:30 p.m. Classes will be limited to 15
participants. Children will be given beginner lessons in the 
proper technique of club selection and the art of putting and
driving, along with both the rules and etiquette of golf.

Drum Lessons: World-renowned percussionist Aaron Bernard
Brim is looking for Village residents between the ages of 8 and 18
to become part of the Village of Hempstead Percussion Ensemble.
Class meets at Kennedy Park every Tuesday and Thursday from 
4-7 p.m.

Senior Ceramics: This class is for both the beginner and advanced
student. The only cost is the price of your greenware. Classes meet
on Friday mornings from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. in the ceramics room at
Kennedy Park.

Summer Youth Recreation Program: Children ages 6-12 are
invited to participate in a variety of fun activities, including
basketball, bowling, field trips, soccer, softball, swimming,
volleyball, tennis, and track and field. All participants will 
receive camp T-shirts. This six-week session begins Tuesday,
July 5, and runs through Friday, August 12. The cost of the
program is $400 and is limited to the first 35 children who 
register. The program will run weekdays from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Swim Lessons: Learn-to-swim classes for adults will be offered
Tuesday through Thursday from 6-7 p.m. Adult learn-to-swim
classes will take place at the Kennedy Park Pool. For children 
six years of age and older, learn-to-swim classes will take 
place Tuesday through Thursday from 9-10 a.m. Swim 
classes will begin on July 5 and run through July 28. 
The fee for the lessons is $30. 

All Hempstead boys and girls are invited to try out for 
the Recreation Department’s Summer Swim Team. The
Recreation Department’s Swim Team will compete against
other Nassau County municipalities in the Nassau Municipal
Swim Conference this summer as the squad attempts to
capture its 100th summer victory and yet another Division I
NMSC Team Championship. Practice is Monday through
Friday from 8-10 a.m. at the Kennedy Park Pool.

Table tennis games are played every Tuesday and Thursday
from 6-9 p.m. at Kennedy Park. There are all levels of play
offered from beginner to highly advanced. All residents 
are welcome.

The Recreation Department is looking for boys and girls ages
5-13 to participate in our Midget Football Program. Players
will be taught the fundamental techniques of football, such 
as blocking, passing and overall game strategies, by certified
coaches. Children will participate in weekly football games
against other municipalities in the Nassau County Youth
Football League. Girls are also invited to register for
cheerleading. The program begins in August with games
beginning in September. Registration for both football and
cheerleading begins Tuesday, July 5, and will run through
Friday, August 5. The registration fee is $125 per child.

Once again, the Department of Parks and Recreation is proud
to present a series of free concerts to all Village residents 
this summer. Concerts will be held on Friday evenings during
July and August, from 7-9 p.m. All Village residents are
invited to bring a blanket or chair to enjoy an evening of 
good music. The location of the concerts, along with the
groups appearing, will be announced at a later date.

The weight room at Kennedy Park is open Monday through
Friday from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. and again from 4-8 p.m. All adults
over the age of 18 are invited to use our weight facility to help
build muscular strength and endurance. There is a $25 per
year charge to use this facility. Only Village residents will 
be allowed to join as members.

Tennis Lessons: Certified tennis instructors offer lessons, free
of charge to all Village youth, at Kennedy Park. Classes are
limited to 20 participants each. Classes for resident children
under age 18 will run on Saturday mornings from 9-10:30
a.m. Classes for residents over the age of 18 will run on
Saturdays from 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 

Women’s Fitness: Classes feature modern exercise
techniques and equipment, and are designed to help women
improve their overall physical condition through stepping,
kickboxing and body sculpting. Also incorporated into 
classes will be new and innovative concepts in interval
training with body bars, light hand weights and jump 
ropes. Monday through Thursday from 6-9 p.m. in the 
fitness room at Kennedy Park.
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